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March 18, 2005
Contact: Dave Forbes, dean, College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences, (406)
243-4341.
UM PHARMACY SCHOOL CHANGES NAME TO HONOR SKAGGS
MISSOULA The pharmacy school at The University of Montana has changed its name to honor its
most important benefactor.
The school now will be known as the Skaggs School of Pharmacy. The change honors
L.S. Skaggs, whose many contributions have helped propel the school to its current No. 5
ranking in the nation for earning pharmacy research funding.
The change creates the first named school in UM history. Skaggs’ name already graces
the campus building -- completed in January 1999 — that houses the pharmacy, physical
therapy and psychology programs.
“It is entirely appropriate that we name our school for Mr. Skaggs,” said Dean David
Forbes. “The investment he and his family have made at The University of Montana has been
instrumental in moving our program into its current position as one of the nation’s top
pharmacy programs.
“His contributions have allowed us to serve more students, recruit and retain worldclass faculty and compete for research grants, which include a (National Institutes of Health)
challenge grant to expand the Skaggs Building. We are enormously grateful to Sam Skaggs.”
Skaggs, through his ALSAM Foundation, recently committed $3.5 million to construct
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a biomedical research addition to the Skaggs Building. The gift will help meet the requirements
of a $3 million challenge grant from NIH to add a 59,000-square-foot addition to house new
interdisciplinary labs, offices, conference rooms, an electronic classroom, a K-12 science
learning center complex, a tiered classroom and student support areas.
In addition to recognizing his significant contributions to UM, naming the school for
Skaggs acknowledges the contributions he has made to pharmacy in general -- from his days
living in Great Falls through his establishment of a chain of pharmacies in the Midwest and
West.
“Mr. Skaggs is a role model for entrepreneurs,” Forbes said, “as he provided financial
support to educational institutions that provided the skills for practitioners who staffed his
stores. It will be a source of pride for our graduates to have been educated at a school bearing
his nam e.”
Since the early 1990s, contributions to the University from Skaggs, the companies he
owned and the ALSAM Foundation have totaled $11.7 million (including the recent $3.5
million gift), which prompted UM to named its pharmacy building for him. His largess
allowed the school to construct a building adequate for pharmacy and physical therapy
instruction, but no longer adequate for the extensive research under way at UM. Forbes said
the latest Skaggs gift will allow faculty members to sustain present research levels and to
compete for additional external research funding.
“It is remarkable, I think, that of the top 20 institutions receiving NIH grants and
contracts in 2004, UM is the only one — and highly ranked at fifth — located in a state without
a medical school,” Forbes said. “Clearly, our scientists are a serious, national — even
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international -- force in the investigation of health issues.”
He said faculty in the school are studying many major, modern-day medical problems,
with particular emphasis on environmental health, cardiovascular and neuroscience issues, and
health issues related to bioterrorism.
George Moosman, ALSAM Foundation chair and a former Montana resident, said,
“Sam Skaggs and the Skaggs family are honored that The University of Montana would place
the Skaggs name on this tremendously successful pharmacy school. Mr. Skaggs is proud of his
long association with UM and has great confidence in the leadership and in the future of this
wonderful institution.”
Approval of the school name change came at the March meeting of the state Board of
Regents, which governs the Montana University System.
The board also allowed U M ’s pharmacy unit to change its overall name to the College
of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences. It was formerly known as the School of
Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences. The name change acknowledges the expanding role of
the college and its focus on teaching, research and public service.
Within the college are the Skaggs School of Pharmacy, the School of Physical Therapy
and Rehabilitation Science, and the School of Social Work. Contained within the Skaggs
School of Pharmacy are the Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences and the
Department of Pharmacy Practice. The social work and physical therapy departments have
been elevated to a school within the college.
“Our scope has increased over the years so that we are now educating men and women
who are full partners with the physicians in the total health and well-being of patients,” Forbes
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said. “I am pleased to see physical therapy and social work elevated to this level, and proud
that we are able to enhance the pharmacy education we have offered at this University since
1913.”
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